BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
Mr [John Philip] Kemble [Mrs Siddons's brother] has
favoured me with the following minute of what passed at
this visit: -
'When Mrs Siddons came into the room, there happened
to be no chair ready for her, which he observing, said with
a smile, "Madam, you who so often occasion a want of seats
to other people, will the more easily excuse the want of one
yourself."
'Having placed himself by her, he with great good hu-
mour entered upon a consideration of the English drama;
and, among other inquiries, particularly asked her which of
Shakspeare's characters she was most pleased with. Upon her
answering that she thought the character of Queen
Catharine, in Henry the Eighth, the most natural: - "I think
so too, Madam, (said he;) and whenever you perform it, I
will once more hobble out to the theatre myself." '
Johnson, indeed, had thought more upon the subject of
acting than might be generally supposed. Talking of it one
day to Mr Kemble, he said, 'Are you, Sir, one of those
enthusiasts who believe yourself transformed into the very
character you represent?' Upon Mr Kemble's answering
that he had never felt so strong a persuasion himself; To be
sure not, Sir, (said Johnson;) the thing is impossible. And if
Garrick really believed himself to be that monster, Richard
the Third, he deserved to be hanged every time he per-
formed it.'
In the end of this year he was seized with a spasmodick
asthma of such violence,,that he was confined to the house in
great pain, being sometimes obliged to sit all night in his
chair, a recumbent posture being so hurtful to his respiration,
that he could not endure lying in bed; and there came upon
him at the same time that oppressive and fatal disease, a
dropsy. It was a very severe winter, which probably aggra-
vated his complaints; and the solitude in which Mr Levett
and Mrs Williams had left him, rendered his life very
gloomy. Mrs Desmoulins, who still lived, was herself so very
ill, that she could contribute very little to his relief. He, how-
ever, had none of that unsocial shyness which we commonly
308